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Generol Commenls

l. The pig is undoubtedly on owkword onimollo reslroin.
2. ll willnol ollow iiself lo be hondled & responds vociferously lo lhe mildesl reslroint.
3. lf lhe squeoling con be ignored, monuol reslroinl ond locol oneslhesio con be used for

selected procedures on smoll pigs.
4. Chemicolrestroint hos its difficullies olso:

o. No reodily occessible peripherolvein excepl thol of lhe morgin of the eor.
i. Occosionolly, obdominolveinoccessible!

b. lntended inlromusculor injection moy result in lhe drug being deposiled in fol.
5. Difficulty of pre-onesthelic evoluotion. Allhough lhe overoge pig is not porticulorly fit in

comporison lo the horse or cow lhey ore relolively good subjects for oneslhesio.
6. Susceplible lo molignont hyperthermio. Allhough lhis is unlikely in pot-bellied pigs.
7. Respirotory Syslem:

o. High incidence of rhinitis in commerciol pigs.
b. High incidence of pneumonio ond pleuritis in "commerciol" pigs.

8. Endotrocheol lntubotion is Relolively Difficutt:
o. Jows do nol open widely
b. Lorynx ond trocheo lie ol on ongle lo one onolher.
c. Soft polote is long ond floppy ond obscures lhe epigloltis.
d. Presence of lorge venlrol soccules.
e. Trocheo is long ond nonow.
f. Trocheolbronchus moy be occluded by o long endolrocheollube.

9. Airwoy Obstruction:
The upper respirolory lrocl of the pig is eosily obslrucled, ond obslruclion con occur if the
heod is held in on obnormol position. Also, oirwoy secretions moy couse problems with
polency, but lhis is not generolly o problem.

10. Nevertheless. pigs ore foirly good subjecis for onesthesio!

lnlromusculor lnjeclions:
. Don'f inject commerciolpigs in lhe "homs" os lhis is lhe most voluoble portion.
r Best to inject in the neck close lo the bose of lhe eor.. This concern doesn'l opply in lhe cose of pel onimols or Miss piggy.

ln generol, compored with other domeslic species, pigs ore difficuli to sedote. This is becouse their
response lo commonly used ogents is less lhon in.other species.

I . Xylaine: Produces inconsislent resulls ond is nol os effeclive os in olher species.
Dose: I -2 mg/kg,lM.

2. Acepromazine: Lillle effect when used olone. (0.05- O.l mg/kg; tM)

3. Bulorphonol: No visible sedotion when used olone. (O.l-0.2 mg/kg; tM)



Midazotam: Couses mild to moderote sedolion ol0.l-0.4 mg/kg, lM, but pigs willbecome
oroused when monipuloted.

Kefomine: Con produce light or deep sedoiion or o lighl or deep plone of onesihesio,

depending on lhe dose. When used olone, muscle reloxotion is poor ond the recovery is

prolonged ond rough if lorge doses ore given.

. Thus, it is best lo odminisler ketomine Wth o sedoiive such os xylozine or midozolom.

6. Kelomine combinofions for mild to moderole sedolion:

o. Kelomine (3-5 mg/kg, lM) & Xylozine (l-2 mg/kg/, lM)

b. Kefomtne (3-5 mg/kg, lM) & Midozolom 10.2{.4 mg/kg. lM)

c. Ketomine & Xylozine & Midozolom - ol obove doses.

7. Telozol@: Moy be used olone or with xylozine for sedqlion or oneslhesio. Dose depends
on lhe degree of sedolion required (l-2 mg/kg; lM). Moy couse excitemenl in recovery if
used olone ol o lorge dose.

Anli-cholinergics: These ogents ore often recommended when chemicol reslroint is prociiced;this
recommendotion is bosed on the relotively norrow oirwoy of lhe pig ond the hope thot qnii-

cholinergic will decreose lhe volume of trocheobrochiol secretions.
.However, we rorely use onti-cholinergics of the UTCVM, ond don't consider secretions to

be on importonl issue.

A multiiude of drug combinolions hove been suggested, indicoting lhot none is entirely
sotisfoclory.

tV injeclions ore porticulorly difficult in pol-bellied pigs os the eors ore especiolly smoll.

l. Borbiluroles: ln fielcl oneslhesio, thiopentalmoy be used to induce oneslhesio of shorl durotion
for operotions such os hernio repoir. The injection is usuolly given inlo lhe morginol eor vein. The

use of o butterfly needle mokes lhe odminislrotion eosier. Due to lheir offordobilily,
bqrbiturotes were populor wilh proctitioners who worked with commerciol pigs. However,
lhiopentolis no longer reodily ovoiloble.
Dose of Thiopentol: l0-lSmg/kg; lV. ln ony cose, il wos not procticol in poi-bellied pigs.

2. Telozol@: Moy be used olone, bui works betler in combinotion wilh other ogents.

Exomple l: Telozol 4 mg/kg + xylozine 4 mg/kg, lM

Exomple 2: Telozol 4 mg/kg + XYlozine 2mglkg + Kefomine 4 mg/kg, lM

3. Kelomine (5-8 mg/kg) + XYlozine (2 mg/kg) + Butorphonol (O.2 mg/kg) lM.
. Should produce deep onesthesiq.
. Reduce dose of xylazine & ketomine if o lighter plone of onesthesio is desired.
r Whelher butorphonol increoses lhe potency of lhe mixture is uncerloin!
. Xylozine moy be reversed (e.g., with yohimbine [0.05m9/kg, lV, or O.2mgikg, lM])

4.Ketomine (5-10 mg/kgl + Xytozine (l-2 mg/kg) + Midozolam /0.1-0.2 mg/kg. lM, UTCVM REGIMEN

Midozolom is ihought to smoofh recoveries.
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