
How Many Years is a Generation for Pot belly Pigs 

Generation Interval in Pig Breeding 

The definition of a generation interval in Pot belly Pig (Pet/ Hobby Breeding): For pet or 
hobby breeding of pot belly pigs, the focus is less on a strict genetic interval and more on 
the reproductive cycle and lifespan. 

• Reproductive Cycle: Female pot belly pigs can reach sexual maturity around 3 to 4 
months of age and can cycle every 21 days, breeding about twice a year.  
 

• Hypothetical Calculation: With using an example where a pig born in 2023 is 
considered one generation removed by 2026 (a 3-year span), this aligns with the 3-
year generation interval sometimes used in broader swine genetics research. This 
would imply that the “replacement”: generation is being produced when the parents 
are, on average, 3 years old. 
 
In swine genetics, the generation intervals are a key metric, often considered to be 
approximately 3 years for pigs, representing the average age of the breeding stock 
when their replacement offspring are born. If a pig was born in 2023 represents the 
start of a lineage, by 2026 (a three -year span), it would be considered to have 
produced the next generation.  The 3-year interval is a standard benchmark used in 
genetic studies for swine. For the miniature pigs (13 generations 3 years/generation), 
allowing for significant genetic selection and diversity to accumulate. 
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