
Pet Pig Diabetes and the potential use of Ozempic for Type 2 Diabetes in Pigs 

It is important to note that using medications like Ozempic in animals is off-label and 
should be only done under the strict guidance and supervision of a veterinarian 
experienced in treating pigs. 

“Diabetes mellitus is a condition that can occur in pigs, characterized by the body’s 
inability to regulate blood sugar effectively. While insulin is a common treatment, research 
is exploring the potential use of glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonists like 
semaglutide (Ozempic) for managing type 2 diabetes in pigs.  These medications may help 
improve blood sugar control and offer other benefits; however, their use in pigs is currently 
off-label, and further research is needed to determine appropriate dosage and potential 
side effects.  Consult with a veterinarian experienced in treating pigs to determine the best 
course of action for your pig. 

• Diabetes in Pigs: Diabetes mellitus in pigs mirrors the human condition, with the 
body struggling to maintain stable blood glucose levels.  This can stem from 
insufficient insulin production or the body’s resistance to insulin. Pigs are 
sometimes used as models for diabetes research because they share physiological 
similarities with humans. 

• Symptoms of Diabetes in Pigs: Key signs include increased thirst and urination, 
weight loss despite normal or increased appetite, lethargy, and potentially sweet-
smelling breath. 

• Ozempic (Semaglutide): Ozempic is a GLP-1 receptor agonist medication used in 
humans to treat type 2 diabetes. Semaglutide, the active ingredient, mimics the 
effects of GLP-1, a natural hormone that helps regulate blood sugar levels. It is also 
used for weight management in humans. 

• GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Pigs: GLP-1 receptors agonists, like semaglutide, have 
been studied in various animal models, including pigs, for diabetes research.  These 
drugs have shown promise in improving glycemic control and promoting weight loss. 

• Off-Label Use: Using Ozempic in pigs would be considered “off-label,” meaning the 
drug is being used in a way that is not specifically approved by regulatory agencies.  
Veterinarians can prescribe medications off-label when they believe it is medically 
appropriate, but it’s important to have a thorough understanding of the potential 
risks and benefits. 

• Considerations for Using Ozempic in Pigs: 
• Dosage: The appropriate dosage of Ozempic for pigs is not well-established and 

would need to be determined by a veterinarian. 



• Side Effects: The potential side effects of Ozempic in pigs are not fully known.  In 
humans, common side effects include nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and 
constipation. 

• Monitoring: Pigs receiving Ozempic would need to be closely monitored for blood 
glucose levels, weight changes, and any adverse effects. 

 


